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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

• All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the last  candidate 

in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the first .  

• Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded for  what  they 

have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

• Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to their percept ion of 

where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

• All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should always 

award full m arks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark schem e. 

• When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark schem e to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

• Crossed-out  work should be m arked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev e l  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a ‘best - fit ’ 

approach, deciding which level m ost  closely describes the qualit y of the answer. Answers can 

display characterist ics from  m ore than one level, and where this happens m arkers m ust  use their 

professional j udgem ent  to decide which level is m ost  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After  a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the m ark within the level. The 

inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a level has 

specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of m arks available in a level and not  rest r ict  

m arks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or  the upper-m iddle m ark if 

there is an even num ber of m arks)  and then m ove the m ark up or down to find the best  m ark. To 

do this, they should take into account  how far t he answer m eets the requirem ents of the level:   

• I f it  m eets the requirem ents fully ,  m arkers should be prepared to award full m arks within 

the level. The top m ark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as can realist ically 

be expected within that  level 

• I f it  only barely  m eets t he requirem ents of the level, m arkers should consider awarding 

m arks at  the bot tom  of the level. The bot tom  m ark in the level is used for answers that  are 

the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

• The m iddle m arks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable m atch to the 

descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between som e characterist ics of the level that  

are fully m et  and others that  are only barely m et . 



   

 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  2  
 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est io n  1 ( a)  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source m aterial, prim ary and/ or 

contem porary t o the per iod, within it s historical cont ext .  
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

•  Dem onst rat es surface level com prehension of the source m aterial 

without  analysis, select ing som e m aterial relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

•  Som e relevant  contextual knowledge is included but  presented as 

inform at ion rather than applied to the source m aterial. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is assert ive with lit t le substant iat ion. 

The concept  of value m ay be addressed, but  by m aking stereotypical 

j udgem ents. 

 

2  
 

4 – 6  
 

•  Dem onst rat es som e understanding of the source m at erial and at tem pts 

analysis by select ing and sum m arising inform at ion and m aking 

inferences relevant  t o t he quest ion. 
 

•  Contextual knowledge is added to inform at ion from  the source m aterial, 

but  m ainly to expand or confirm  m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

with som e substant iat ion for assert ions of value. The concept  of value is 

addressed m ainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgem ents m ay be based on quest ionable assum pt ions. 

 

3  
 

7 – 1 0  
 

•  Dem onst rat es understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 

inferences. 
 

•  Sufficient  knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 

support  inferences, as well as to expand or confirm  m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

based on valid criteria although just i ficat ion is not  fully substant iated. 

Explanat ion of value takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 

the nature or purpose of the source m aterial or the posit ion of the 

author.  



   

 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est io n  1 ( b )  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source m aterial, prim ary and/ or 

contem porary t o the per iod, within it s historical cont ext .  
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

•  Dem onst rat es surface level com prehension of the source m aterial 

without  analysis, select ing som e m aterial relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

•  Som e relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 

inform at ion rather than applied to the source m aterial. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is assert ive with lit t le support ing 

evidence. The concept  of reliabilit y m ay be addressed, but  by m aking 

stereotypical j udgem ents. 

 

2  
 

4 – 7  
 

•  Dem onst rat es som e understanding of the source m at erial and at tem pts 

analysis, by select ing and sum m arising inform at ion and m aking 

inferences relevant  t o t he quest ion. 
 

•  Contextual knowledge is added to inform at ion from  the source m aterial 

but  m ainly to expand, confirm  or challenge m at ters of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  

with lim ited support  for j udgem ent . The concept  of reliabilit y is 

addressed m ainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgem ents m ay be based on quest ionable assum pt ions. 

 

3  
 

8 – 1 1  
 

•  Dem onst rat es understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 

inferences. 
 

•  Detailed knowledge of t he historical context  is deployed t o explain or 

support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge m at ters 

of detail. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

explanat ion of weight  takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such 

as nature or purpose of the source m at erial or t he posit ion of the 

author. Judgem ents are based on valid criteria, with som e just ificat ion. 

 

4  
 

1 2 – 1 5  
 

•  Analyses the source m aterial, interrogat ing the evidence to m ake 

reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the m aterial can be 

used, for exam ple by dist inguishing between inform at ion and claim  or 

opinion. 
 

•  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context ,  but  m ainly 

to illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from  the 

content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 

need to interpret  source m aterial in the context  of the values and 

concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 
 

•  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial uses valid criteria which are just ified 

and applied, although som e of the evaluat ion m ay not  be fully 

substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 

will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent . 



Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge 

and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the 

periods studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring 

concepts, as relevant , of cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, 

similarit y, difference and significance. 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable m aterial 

 

1  
 

1 – 6  
 

•  Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the topic. 
 

•  Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 

and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 
 

•  The overall j udgem ent  is m issing or asserted. 
 

•  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tem pts to st ructure the answer, and 

the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 

 

2  
 

7 – 1 2  
 

•  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 

the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 

shown to relate t o the focus of the quest ion. 
 

•  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 

depth and has only im plicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 

the quest ion. 
 

•  An overall j udgem ent  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 

for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit . 
 

•  The answer shows som e at tem pts at  organisat ion, but  m ost  of the 

answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 

 

3  
 

1 3 – 1 8  
 

•  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  t o explain links between, the 

relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although som e 

m ainly descript ive passages m ay be included. 
 

•  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to dem onst rat e 

som e understanding of t he dem ands and conceptual focus of the 

quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 
 

•  At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for  j udgem ent  and to relate the 

overall j udgem ent  to them , although with weak substant iat ion. 
 

•  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 

argum ent  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 

 

4  
 

1 9 – 2 5  
 

•  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 

relat ionships between key features of the period. 
 

•  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of t he 

dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to m eet  m ost  of it s 

dem ands. 
 

•  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 

applied in the process of com ing to a judgem ent . Although som e of the 

evaluat ions m ay be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is 

supported. 
 

•  The answer is general ly well organised. The argum ent  is logical and is 

com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 

coherence or precision. 

 



 

  

Sect io n  A:  I n d icat iv e  con t en t  

Op t ion  1 C:  Ru ssia, 1 9 1 7 - 9 1 :  Fr om  Len in  t o  Yel t sin  

1a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required 

to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other relevant  m aterial 

not  suggested below m ust  also be credited.  

Candidates are required to analyse the source and consider it s value for  an 

enquiry into the reasons for the increased cent ralisat ion of power in the Soviet  

State by 1924.  

1.  The value could be ident ified in term s of the following points of 

inform at ion from  the source, and the inferences which could be drawn and 

supported from  the source:  

 

• Provides evidence of the authors’ belief that  cent ralisat ion is necessary to 

ensure the equalit y of the different  nat ionalit ies ( ‘to establish the basis of 

a com radely collaborat ion of peoples’)  

• Claim s that  only cent ralisat ion can achieve econom ic reconst ruct ion 

( ‘Alone, the Soviet  Republics are unable to deal with the devastat ion and 

dest ruct ion of the forces of product ion’)  

• I ndicates that  the soviet  system  naturally encourages cent ralisat ion ( ‘very 

st ructure of Soviet  power pushes the workers of the Soviet  Republics to 

unite in one socialist  fam ily’)  

• Im plies that  cent ralisat ion will be beneficial to all and lead to freedom s 

( ‘one federated state capable of guaranteeing … econom ic prosperity 

internally, and the free nat ional developm ent  of peoples ‘) .  

 

2.  The following points could be m ade about  the authorship, nature or 

purpose of the source and applied to ascribe value to inform at ion and 

inferences:  

 

• The Soviet  Const itut ion was approved by the Congress of People’s 

Deput ies which im plies m ajorit y support  for the term s 

• The views provided are the official views of the Com m unist  Party  

• The purpose of this int roduct ion to the Const itut ion appears to be to 

inform  the people of the benefit s of cent ralisat ion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Knowledge of historical context  should be deployed to support  and 

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 

• I deologically Lenin believed in the dictatorship of the proletariat  

• The events of the civil war and the devastat ion that  resulted had 

encouraged Lenin to pursue cent ralising power in the hands of the 

com m unist  party 

• The out lying areas of the old Russian em pire, with their varied 

populat ions, had not  em braced the revolut ion and com m unism  could not  

be achieved without  t ightening the cont rol from  Moscow 

• The 1924 Const itut ion established the Union of the Soviet  Socialist  

Republics and gave representat ion to party m em bers from  each of the 

Republics, but  Russia dom inated.  

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

1 b  

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required 

to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other relevant  m aterial 

not  suggested below m ust  also be credited.  

 

Candidates are required to analyse and evaluate the source in relat ion to an 

enquiry into the reasons why Boris Yeltsin was elected as President  of Russia in 

June 1991. 

 

1. The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of the 

source and applied when giving weight  to selected inform at ion and 

inferences:  

• Yeltsin is giving a personal account  of his own experiences in the 

president ial elect ion cam paign and was thus in a good posit ion to 

know about  the event  

• Yeltsin admits that  he finds it  difficult  to speak object ively about  the 

event ;  his crit icism s of both Gorbachev’s candidates and the 

opponents of perest roika indicate that  his account  is not  object ive 

• Yeltsin’s m em oir was published while he was in office and const rained 

by his polit ical posit ion 

• The purpose of this m em oir appears to be to give a posit ive account  of 

Yeltsin’s role for a wide audience. 

 

2. The evidence could be assessed in term s of giving weight  to the following 

points of inform at ion and inferences:  

• Provides evidence that  Yeltsin’s elect ion was the result  of popular 

support  for his argum ents for an independent  Russia ( ‘Everyone was 

wait ing im pat ient ly for t his count ry to appear’)  

• Suggests that  the other candidates were unacceptable to the 

electorate ( ‘three horrible ... figures who fiercely opposed the 

dem ocrat ic idea ent irely. They were against  perest roika’)  

• I ndicates that  support  was posit ive ( ‘I  represented Russia’)  and that  

Yeltsin offered som ething new and at t ract ive  

3. Knowledge of historical context  should be deployed to support  and develop 

inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of inform at ion or to 

note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of content .  Relevant  points m ay 

include:  

 

• Yeltsin represented radical Russians who stood for  const itut ional 

reform  and a m arket  econom y and opposed Gorbachev’s power as 

president  and general secretary  

• Yeltsin’s resignat ion from  the part y and Congress in 1990 won support  

from  Russians who wanted independence from  the USSR 

• Yeltsin called for  cooperat ion with Gorbachev in the elect ion cam paign 

on the grounds that  both of them  wanted reform  and opposed 

react ionary candidates.  



 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sect io n  B:  in d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion 1 C. Ru ssia, 1 9 1 7 - 9 1 :  Fr om  Len in  t o  Yel t sin  

Quest ion Indicat ive content  

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e.  The indicat ive content  below 

is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m aterial 

which is indicated as relevant .  

  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether Stalin’s policies 

towards indust ry and agriculture changed the Soviet  econom y from  a capitalist  to 

a com m unist  system  in the years 1929-41. 

The argum ents and evidence that  Stalin’s policies towards indust ry and 

agriculture changed the Soviet  econom y to a com m unist  system  in the years 

1929-41 should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• I n 1929 the m ajorit y of farm s were sm all peasant  plots with no 

m achinery;  by 1941 93%  of farm s had been incorporated into collect ives 

under the cont rol of the state 

• I n 1929, under the NEP ‘kulaks’ were able to m ake a profit  selling surplus 

grain on the open m arket ;  by 1941 the kulaks had been dest royed as a 

class 

• I n 1929, sm all business were in private hands as a result  of the NEP  and 

Nepm en profited from  t rade;  by 1941 the Five Year Plans had brought  

indust ry under state cont rol and sm all businesses forced to join state 

cooperat ives 

• I ndust r ial expansion under the Five Year Plans from  1929-41 led to the 

developm ent  of huge indust r ies under soviet  cont rol with product ion 

targets set  by the state. 

The argum ents and evidence that  Stalin’s policies towards indust ry and 

agriculture did not  change the Soviet  econom y to a com m unist  system  in the 

years 1929-41 should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The int roduct ion of wage different ials and bonuses to incent ivise workers 

indicated that  the ‘profit -m ot ive’ of capitalism  persisted 

• Use of terror  m easures and force to encourage workers to m eet  targets 

suggests their hearts and m inds had not  been won over to com m unism  

• The m ajorit y of collect ive farm s were established on the kolkhoz m odel 

which allowed peasants to keep their own plot  of land of up to one acre 

• There were already com m unist  features exist ing in the econom y, e.g. the 

nat ionalised banks and state cont rol of foreign t rade. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive content  below is 

not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m ater ial which 

is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether the status of 

wom en im proved in the years 1917-53. 

The argum ents and evidence that  the status of wom en im proved in the years 

1917-53 should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• I ncreasing em ploym ent  opportunit ies for  urban wom en in the factories 

during the civil war em phasised their new status as equal workers with 

m en 

• During the Five Year Plans urban wom en cam e to dom inate the 

workforce in text iles, and found em ploym ent  in the const ruct ion and 

engineering indust r ies 

• Wom en dom inated in m any rural areas on the collect ive farm s as a 

result  of the m igrat ion of m en to the towns in search of factory work 

• Im proved educat ional opportunit ies for urban wom en;  20%  of higher 

educat ion places were reserved for wom en which provided a route for 

im proving their em ploym ent  and status 

• Wom en from  both town and count ryside fought  in the arm ed forces 

during the Second World War and 89 received the Soviet  Union’s 

highest  m ilitary award. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  the status of wom en did not  im prove in the 

years 1917-53 should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

•  The jobs taken by wom en in factories during the civil war tended to be 

low skilled and tem porary, and fam ine pushed m any urban wom en into 

prost itut ion 

• At t itudes to wom en in rural areas were conservat ive and slow to 

change. Wages were lower than m en’s;  in the Second World War, 

shortages of livestock led to wom en shackling them selves to the 

ploughs to t ill the soil 

• Polit ical roles for wom en in both town and count ryside rem ained 

rest r icted;  only 7 wom en were m em bers of the Cent ral Com m it tee 

before the Second World War 

• Wom en in both town and count ry st ill bore the responsibilit y for looking 

after  the hom e and children which lim ited their opportunit ies. 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 
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Answers will be credited according to their deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion to 

the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e.  The indicat ive content  below 

is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the m aterial 

which is indicated as relevant .  

  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether at tacks on the 

religious beliefs and pract ices of Soviet  cit izens in the years 1929-79 resulted in 

the dest ruct ion of organised religion in the Soviet  Union. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  at tacks on the religious beliefs and pract ices in 

the years 1929-64 resulted in the dest ruct ion of organised religion in the Soviet  

Union should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The 1929 law m ade it  illegal to hold religious cerem onies outside church 

buildings and congregat ions had to be licensed 

• During collect ivisat ion churches were closed and priests accused of being 

capitalist  agents or in league with kulaks.  Many priests were arrested and 

m urdered 

• Muslim s were forbidden to pract ise I slam ic law;  fast ing during Ram adan 

and pilgrim ages to Mecca were forbidden 

• Thousands of Russian Orthodox churches were closed under Khrushchev, 

m onasteries and convents were reduced in num ber and all t raining 

sem inaries closed 

• The 1929 League of Militant  Godless launched a propaganda cam paign 

against  religion to disprove the existence of God.  Atheism  was studied in 

schools.  

 

The argum ents and evidence that  at tacks on the religious beliefs and pract ices in 

the years 1929-64 did not  result  in the dest ruct ion of organised religion in the 

Soviet  Union should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

• Church support  for  the war effort   in 1941 led to a m ore liberal approach 

by Stalin and som e new churches were opened and new sem inaries set  up 

to t rain priests 

• Under Khrushchev, wom en organised cam paigns to protect  their religious 

freedom s, and som e rem oved their children from  school to counter the 

ant i- religious teaching in schools 

• Muslim s retained their I slam ic custom s in private and an underground 

network of support  developed for  Christ ians. 

 



 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 
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